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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 21-31, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0016621. 

Regarding claim 21 , Figs. 1a-19 show an apparatus for receiving and paying 
paper moneys, comprising: 

a stacking device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h) for stacking the 
paper moneys therein; 

a paper money size detector (108) to detect sizes of the paper moneys to be 
stacked in the stacking device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h); 

a travel regulating member (including 21 1 and 212) to regulate travels of a 
collected bundle of only paper moneys of a same size to be stacked in the stacking 
device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h), wherein the travel regulating 
member (including 21 1 and 212) receives and holds thereon the collected bundle of 
only the paper moneys of the same size; and 
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a controller (including 120) to control the travel regulating member (including 21 1 
and 212) to be rotated by a rotator (including 308, 318, 306 and 316) to move the 
received and held collected bundle of paper moneys of the same size detected by the 
paper money size detector (108) to be stacked into the stacking device (106c or 106d or 
106e or106for106g or106h). 

Regarding claim 22, numbered paragraph [0057] discloses that the controller 
(including 120) detects an amount of the paper moneys received and held by the travel 
regulating member (including 21 1 and 212) to control the travel regulating member 
(including 21 1 and 21 2) so that the travel regulating member (including 21 1 and 212) 
moves the received and held paper moneys to be stacked into the stacking device 
(1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h). 

Regarding claim 23, Fig. 7 shows that the travel regulating member (including 
21 1 and 21 2) comprises a single stacked-money supporting arm (21 1 ). 

Regarding claim 24, Fig. 7 shows that the travel regulating member (including 
21 1 and 212) comprises not more than two stacked-money supporting arms (21 1 and 
212). 

Regarding claim 25, Figs. 1-19 show an apparatus for receiving and paying 
paper moneys, comprising: 

a stacking device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h) for stacking the 
paper moneys therein, 

a paper money size detector (1 08) to detect sizes of the paper moneys to be 
stacked in the stacking device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h), 
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a travel regulating member (including 211 and 212) to regulate travels of a 
collected bundle of a plurality of sheets of only paper moneys of a same size to be 
stacked in the stacking device (106c or 106d or 106e or 106f or 106g or 106h), wherein 
the travel regulating member (including 211 and 212) receives and holds thereon the 
collected bundle of a plurality of sheets of only the paper moneys of the same size, the 
travel regulating member (including 21 1 and 21 2) adapted to hold a plurality of sheets of 
the paper moneys in a stack at a same time, and 

a controller (including 120) to control the travel regulating member (including 21 1 
and 212) to be rotated by a rotator (including 308, 318, 306, 316) to move the received 
and held collected bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper moneys of the same size 
detected by the paper money size detector (108) to be stacked into the stacking device 
(1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h). 

Regarding claim 26, Fig. 7 shows that the travel regulating member (including 
21 1 and 21 2) comprises a single stacked-money supporting arm (21 1 ). 

Regarding claim 27, numbered paragraph [0057] discloses a stacked-money 
volume detecting means to detect the volume of stacked money stacked adjacent the 
travel regulating member (including 211 and 212). 

Regarding claim 28, Fig. 7 shows that the travel regulating member (including 
21 1 and 21 2) comprises a stopper part (unnumbered element to which the spring 218 is 
connected) and a paper money supporting part (surface of 21 1 and/or surface of 212). 

Regarding claim 29, numbered paragraph [0057] discloses that the controller 
(including 1 20) controls a height of the travel regulating member (including 21 1 and 
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212) based on a size of the collected bundle of paper moneys being introduced into the 
stacking device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h). 

Regarding claim 30, Fig. 7 shows that the travel regulating member (including 
21 1 and 212) comprises a stopper part (unnumbered element to which the spring 218 is 
connected) and a paper money supporting part(surface of 21 1 and/or surface of 212). 

Regarding claim 31, numbered paragraph [0057] discloses that the controller 
controls a height of the travel regulating member (including 21 1 and 212) based on a 
size of the collected bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper moneys being introduced 
into the stacking device (1 06c or 1 06d or 1 06e or 1 06f or 1 06g or 1 06h). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-31 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Moreover, it is noted that element 108 is a paper money size detector in the 
newly cited reference (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0016621) used to reject claims 
21-31 above. Numbered paragraph [0036] of this newly cited reference discloses that 
bills are guided through an evaluation region 108 (i.e., the paper money size detector) 
that can determine bill size, and the results of this process may be used to determine 
which of the stacking devices 106c, 106d, 106e, 106f, 106g, or 106h a bill is sent to. 
See numbered paragraph [0036] of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0016621. Thus, 
element 108 (i.e., the paper money size detector) determines bill size and send bills of 
common size detected by element 108 to the same stacking device (e.g., stacking 
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device 106c) of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0016621 . This meets the limitations 
of claims 21 and 25 as now amended. 

Regarding applicant's remarks about newly added claims 32-35, these claims are 
indicated as containing allowable subject matter below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 32-35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to THOMAS A. MORRISON whose telephone number 
is (571 )272-7221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 

10/23/2008 



